of firm editorial direction. It is not comprehensive and accurate enough (there are many errors) to be a satisfactory encyclopxdia, yet its style is not tutorial and most statistical beginners searching for enlightenment would find it bewildering and misleading. F R HOUSE Orthopedic Surgery by Edward L Compere MD pp 323 illustrated £12.15 London: Lloyd-Luke 1974 This monograph deals largely with operative orthopeedics but there are references to fracture treatment and some clinical details such as the indications for the various procedures described. Some might be critical of the omission of many popular operations such as the Putti-Platt or Bankart procedures whilst a modified Nicola-Magnuson-Stack operation is included. However, the author is recounting his own personal experiences with procedures that he has found to be satisfactory. More serious criticism might be levelled at the almost exclusive use of tibial bone grafts. The illustrations, particularly the diagrams, are excellent. As a manual of operative orthopeedics suitable for trainees I think this book is superior to the more exhaustive volumes on the subject, but it is very expensive. The clinical diagnosis is unreliable in all branches of medicine. Even a diagnosis of myocardial infarction is proved false by the autopsy in a high proportion of cases. Where no such ultimate criterion like this exists, diagnosis may be shown to be unreliable by two physicians failing to agree after examining the same patient. The unreliability is likely to be high where the physicians do not even examine the patient in the same way. This poses a particular problem in the realm of mental disorder, since to examine every patient in exactly the same way, using exactly the same questions in the same rigid order throughout the interview, would be considered inappropriate by most psychiatrists. On the other hand the alternative of a completely unstructured free-floating interview is quite inadequate as a means of reaching a reliable phenomenological diagnosis.
One compromise is to adopt a technique in which key aspects of mental life are in turn examined thoroughly and systematically, but without a constraining structure. Such is the present state examination (PSE) described in this book. The authors' experience of using this method will be of great interest to others who are using survey techniques in the field of mental health. The 47-page glossary of definitions itself could be of great value to psychiatrists in training who would like to look up an acceptable description of primary delusions, the distinction between hallucinations and pseudohallucinations, or operational definitions of different degrees of depersonalizationthree of the 140 items considered. Workers elsewhere are trying to codify a systematic approach to the mental examination. The PSE and its supporting glossary will be a yardstick against which other efforts are measured. ROBERT The 'clinical core' represents 'the minimal needs of every physician for knowledge and skills in Obstetrics and Gynecology', although the author excludes basic reproductive biology. The 226 pages are closely written with no diagrams and the book is not easy to carry in a pocket; it would perhaps prove more useful in a pocket paperback edition rather than the present expensive hardback form.
British students will be confused by the definitions of parity, maternal mortality, grand multiparity, prematurity and abortion and I feel that the time has now come to disregard terms such as hypermenorrhoea and menometrorrhagia in favour of a description in English of the precise menstrual complaint. It is, however, encouraging to see stress laid upon rectovaginal examination.
Figures quoted relate to American practice, apart from the side swipe at English obstetric practice which is blamed for the number of cases of prolapse seen in this country while the Manchester operation is dismissed. It was surprising to see douching recommended during pregnancy and to find 'evisceration' noted as a complication of hysterectomy American style.
There are useful tables on amenorrhcea, ovulatory failure, hirsutism and common gynmcological emergencies. The student is introduced to contraception and consideration of human sexuality.
With modifications and a reduction in price this could be a useful pocket notebook and aidememoire.
E DAVID MORRIS

